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Diſpaſſionate Thoughts 
on THE 
AMERICAN WAR. 


T ſeems to be allowed on all Hands, 
that the preſent Criſis of pubhe Af- 

A. fairs, is moſt dangerous and alarming, 
It muſt therefore be highly important, to 
conſider the Nature and Propriety of the 
Meaſures of Adminiſtration ; to weigh the 
Fitneſs and Expedience of ſuch Plans as 
have been already purſued ; in order to de- 
termine, whether it be right to perſiſt in 
the Proſecution of them, or to adopt others. 
Under ſuch Circumſtances it cannot be 
3 culpable 


ke a. 2 
culpable in any Individual, to throw out his 
Sentiments on Subjects in which all are in- 
tereſted. The general Welfare ſhould be 

dear to every good Citizen; nor does he 
deſerve that Character, who on any Occa- 
ſion withholds from his Country, ſuch Aſ- 
"=o ſiſtance as it may be in his Power to af- 
ford, It cannot indeed become any one 


| Man, however eminent his Station, inſo- 
lently to diftate to his Governors, on the 
Articles of their Conduct; but with Tem- 
per, Decency, and Decorum, to offer them 
Hints, and to ſubmit Opinions to their 
View and Diſcuſſion, can never be impro- 
per; and, in Times like the preſent, muſt 
be a Duty highly incumbent and commend- 
able. pgs a6 


Taz Writer of the following Pages, pro- 
| | feſſes himſelf of no Party; he diſdains the 
Idea of Bigotry, in Behalf of any Set of 
Men whatever ; he owes no particular Ser- 
vice, either to thoſe in Power, or thoſe in 

Oppoſition ; 
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2 
Oppoſition; he aſpires to the Character of 
an independent Man, a Friend to his Coun- 
try, warmly attached to. it's Intereſts, and | 
devoted to the Conſtitution, as fixed at the 
Revolution; on the full Conviction of his 
' Reaſon and Conſcience, that (notwithſtand- 
ing all it's Imperfections, both in Syſtem 
and Execution) there is no better at preſent . 
ſabfiſting: And that to be a Subject of 
Great Britain, with all it's Conſequences, 
(notwithſtanding our Complaints) is to be 
the freeſt Subject of any civil Community, 
any where to be found on Earth, 


HAviNG premiſed the above, and given 
the. Reader all the Information reſpecting 
the Writer, which it is neceſſary for him 
to receive, he advances, - with becoming | 
Deference to the Judgment of others, to 
offer his Opinions on ſome Articles of na- 
tional Concern and Importance : He wiſhes 
to ſubmit his Sentiments to all, without 
giving Offence to any; and would be un- 

B 2 derſtood 
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derſtood, to tevere the perſonal Characters 
and private Merits of many, whoſe poli- 
tical Maxims and Conduit” he cannot, at 


the fame e but diſelaim and repro- 
bate. 


Tux original Cauſe of the War in 
which we are engaged with the Houſe 
of Bourbon, was our Squabble with the 
Ameticat Colonies; had we continued on 
Terms with them, it is probable, no Con- 


terition would at this Time have prevailed, 


between ourſelves and the Courts of France 
and Spain, Thoſe who judge only from 
Events, or view them through the falla- 
cious Mediutn of Party, unanimouſly con- 
demn the Miniſter for the American War, 
and the various Evils which have enſued; 
and it is curious to obſerve the very Men, 
who acquieſced at. firſt in framing the 
Stamp Act, and afterwards in repealing it, 
vehement by Turns in their Cenſure on 
both Meaſures, In the Opinion of ſome, 

the 
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fortunes z while others affirm. as confidents' 
ly, that they originate in the latter. I mean 
not to go ſo deep into the Argument, as- 
to conſider the Equity or | Expedience of 
either Step; but I cannot help hinting its 
as my Idea on this Matter, that could Ad- 
. miniſtration have carried, the Point pro- 
poſed, a. very great Majority of thoſe, who, 
now reproach them, would have applauded, 
theic Conduct; and could a Revenue have 
been obtained from the Colonies, of ſuch 
an Amount, as to have eaſed the Inhabi- 
tants of this Country, but few would have 
appeared among them uſſatisſied or diſ- 
contented; and we ſhould have heard but 
little of Tyranny, Injuſtice, and Oppreſ- 
ſion, — But the Event has proved unfortu-- 
nate; Miniſters have been unſucceſsful z/ 
and we have not only failed in that Article, 
on Account of which we at firſt armed; 
but after an amazing Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure, - we find ourſelves involved in 

more 
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more dangerous Circumſtances, than when 
Hoſtilities commenced; Great as have 
been our Efforts, they have been all exert- 
ed, with reſpe& to America, without Ef- 
fect; and though it be confeſſed, our Re- 
ſources are till conſiderable, it yet ſeems 
difficult to reconcile, to any Principle of 
Reaſon, Policy, or Experience on fimilar 
Occaſions, any Expectation of better Sue- 
ceſs, againſt the united Forces of France, 
Spain, and America, than we have hitherto 
obtained, when contending with America 
alone. And though it muſt indeed be 
granted, that our revolted Colonies derived, 
from the very firſt of their Oppoſition, 
much Aſſiſtance from France, yet ſurely 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, that thoſe ſecret, 
partial, and imperfect Succours, were equi- 
valent to the full, 'open, and public Sup- 
port, which that Power will now render 
them: to ſay nothing of the Aids they 
may likewiſe receive from Spain; who, be- 
ſides favouring them under other Modes, 

is, 


„ 
is, we are told, juſt W her Coffers 
for their Relief. 


THAT our Situation is, upon the Whole, 
as above repreſented, there can be no Doubt. 
We are aſſured, by the moſt indiſputable 
Authority, that a, yery formidable Confe- 
deracy is united againſt us; and it is ac- 
knowledged moreover by thoſe who cannot 
but know, that we are at preſent without 
an Ally, — Now T 'hings being thus, does 
not the Expedicnge of ſome Change in 
our Scheme of conduating the War, natu- 
rally occur to every diſpaſſionate Man, Who 
ſeriouſly adverts to the Subject? And what 
Change ſo eaſy and practicable, and at the 
ſame Time ſo likely to produce favourable 
Effects, as an immediate and total DET a 
of the American Conteſt ? 


Tux Pride of Man, I am aware, is not 


eaſily prevailed on, to renounce Syſtems, 
which have been long cheriſhed, avowed, 
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and defended; and the ſordid Attachments 
of private Intereſt may influence ſome, to 


teject a Propoſal, which may claſh with 


their Views of Gain, and put an End to 
their Proſpects of Emolument. But though 
ſuch Principles teally exiſt in human Na- 
ture, I will not for a Moment imagine, 
that they operate more forcibly on one Set 
of Men than on another; and being of no 
Party myſelf, I will not join in Invectives 
againſt any. I will ſuppoſe Miniſters ho- 


neſt and upright, that they really mean the 


Good of their Country, independent of all 
finiſter Confiderations ; have the Intereſts 


both of Prince and People equally at Heart; 


and are diſpoſed to adopt, and purſue, upon 
every Occaſion, ſuch Meaſures as may bid 
faireſt, and promiſe beſt, to ſubſerve theſe 
great and valuable Purpoſes. 


Bur, for the Sake of Argument, let it 
be granted, that we ſhould be able, by the 
Efforts of another Campaign, the Expendi- 

ture 


1 
ture of more Millions of Money, and the | 
Sacrifice of more Thouſands of Men, to ſe- 
cure our Object, and ſucceed in our Ame- 
rican Diſpute : In ſhort, that we ſhould be 
able entirely to ſubjugate the Colonies ; and 
oblige them to acknowledge, in all Caſes, 
the Supremacy of the Britiſh Legiſlature, — 
Admitting all this, what ſhall we gain by 
our Succeſs? And what will be the real 
Value and Amount of our Victory? — It 
would be well indeed, if we could anſwer 
this Inquiry, by ſaying, Nothing. — But 
the true Reply is, leſs and worſe than No- 
thing ; for we ſhall have conquered only a 
ruined People, an exhauſted Country. — 
What Shadow of Benefit can accrue, from 
eſtabliſhing a Right of Taxation over Bank. 
rupts and Beggars? And how many Years | 
muſt elapſe, in the ordinary Courſe of 
Events, before theſe inſolvent Coloniſts 
would have it in their Power, to contri- 
bute towards any public Revenue? 


C LET 
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LzT it be obſerved again, that though 
we ſhould at laſt, by Force of Arms, extort 
even unconditional Obedience from theſe 
ruined People, of whom we are. treating, 
yet what unwilling Subjects would they in 
future prove; how untractable in their Sub- 
miſſion ; how averſe to every Inſtance of 
Subordination. And irritated by thoſe Mea- 
ſures of Severity, which have occaſionally 
been exerciſed among them, during the Pro- 
greſs of Hoſtilities; and that general De- 
vaſtation, which muſt unavoidably and uni- 
verſally prevail in a Country which has 
been, for ſeveral Years, the Seat of War ; 
is it'not probable, nay is it not certain, that 
Diſcontents and Heart-burnings would long 
remain "concealed in their Minds; be pro- 
Pagated from Father to Son, and frequently 
burſt out in Tumults and Diſorders? And 
in conſequence, would not a very formida. 
ble military and naval Force be abſolutely - 
requiſite to n that Obedience, the Ac- 
know 


5 
knowledgment of which had been obtalned 
by no other en ? 


Nox would the Expence attending the 
Support of our Government in America, be 
the only pecuniary Burden we ſhould incur 
by this decifive Victory, which we are 
figdring to our Imaginations. The public 
Debts contracted by the different States, 
during their Oppoſiti ition to us, muſt be diſ- 
charged. Tndividuals, | in one Way or other, 
muſt be indemnified for their Loſſes, The 
Towns and Villages muſt be rebuilt ; and 
the Means of returning into the old Tract 
of Agriculture, Navigation, and Commerce, 
be provided to them. — And are we able to 
take a Load of this immenſe Weight on 
ourſelves? The moſt accompliſhed Finan- 
cier we can boaſt, might find it difficult, if 
not impoſſible, to furniſh ſuch Supplies, in 


Addition to all our other indiſpenſable De- | 
mands. 


C 2 . HowrveR, 


diaries of the World) will be always ready 
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HoyyxvxR, allowing Expedients could be 
found, for raiſing all. the Millions ſuch Ser- 
vices would require, muſt not every Advan- 
tage, which our moſt ſanguine Expectations 
could promiſe us from the Americans, muſt 


they n not be ever precarious, and at longeſt, 


but of ſhort Duration? For, as the Scrip- 
ture (the beſt Mirror of Men and Man- 
ners extant) admirably remarks, Offences 
will come, Matters of Diſguſt will ariſe, 
and on every Occaſion of Diſſatisfaction and 1 
Jealouſy, the French (the general Incen- 


to blow the Coals of Sedition, to widen the 
Breach, to encourage and aſſiſt the Male- 
contents; and, in a Word, te act over 


again the baſe and perfidious Part * have 
"Oy . 


Se T mm no aach reſtleſs 8 
Power, as that of France exiſted, in Half 
a Century probably, the Colonies might be 
able to riſe again to Independence, by the 

Force 


07 

Force of their own natural Reſources, with - 
out any foreign Aſſiſtance, in Spite of all 

our utmoſt Endeavours to the contrary: 
For, agreeable to the general Revolution of 
human Occurrences, Independent they one 
Day unqueſtionably will be: And though 
our Oppoſition to their preſent Claims, muſt 
indeed very conſiderably have retarded theic 
Career, in the Attainment” of that Figure 
and Importance, among the Nations of the 
World which they wiſh to eſtabliſm; yet we 
have only retarded it, — Happy will it be, 
if we have not, in the ſame Proportion, 


accelerated our own Diſt and Degra- 
a „ Une 83120 


Having thus in vain, ſought for Ad- 
vantages, as the Reward and Recompenſe 
of our ſuppoſed Conqueſt over America, let 
us now contraſt the Repreſentation ; and 
image to ourſelves the Effects which, in all 
Probability, would directly ſacceed our 
abandoning this ill-fated Contention. 


By 


eee 
- By leaviog the Colonies to themſelves, 
and renouncing all Connection with them as 
Subjects, we ſhould ſave; not only every 
Expence which ariſes from the Proſecution 
of the War with them, but we ſhall be 
delivercd likewiſe from every Charge which 
may accrue, by maintaining a Government 
among them, civil, military, and religious; 
ſuppoſing we ſhould prove in the End vic- 
totious t and may devote the Sums demand- 
/ ed for ſuch Purpoſes, to other Services far 
more valuable and beneficial. — We ſhall 
beſides, immediately have the Aſſiſtance of 
our Forces, both Land and Sca, in carry- 
ing on the Conteſt with the French and 
Spaniards ; and ſuch very c conſiderable Ener- 
gy and Spirit, would this Addition of mi- 
litary and naval Strength afford to our na- 
tibnal Exertions, that we ſhould'be enabled 
in the enſuing Spring, to change the whole 
Conduct of the War, which has hitherto 
been only defenſive, into a vigorous and of. 
fenſive Oppoſition ; might again acquire 
and 


6 
and retain a Superiority) at Sea g.- recover our 
Weſt India Iflands; relieve Gibraltar ; car · 
ry our Arms into the Dominions of out 
Enemies ; and refund ourfelves, a Part at 
leaſt, of that Treaſure, which their Baſe- 
neſs and qo have obliged us to ex- 
| _ pead. TONES CD ET, ad 
— 1 ny u, 

Non i is 88 Thing nen - 
mantic in theſe Ideas. The moſt brilliant 
gucceſſes may be expeRed, from the [Zeal 
and Courage of, our Countrymen, when 
united in their Endeavours againſt a; o- 
mon Enemy. And, chough we allow; there 
are many Circumſtances to alarm our Ap- 
prehenſions, and urge us to Diſpatch and 
Vigour in our Exertions, yet we deny that 
there ate any which ſhould induce: us 0 
deſpair, The French and Spaniards are the 
antient Diſturbers of qur Peace; we have 
often chaſtiſed their Inſolence; and if our 
whole. Strength is directed againſt them, 
ve are ſtill able to vindicate our Rights; 
and 
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and} "do ourſelves Juſtice on thoſe malignant 
Powers, whoſe reſtleſs Ambition and en- 


croaching Spirit, have encouraged them 
again, without Provocation, to inſult and 


1 us. 


Non can it in n the leaſt be doubted, but 


Fl in a certain Space of Time, Opportu- 
nities would offer, for forming advanta- 


geous Treaties of Amity and Commerce, 
Wh the American States, A ſhort Expe- 
rienoe of the Tyranny and Treachery of 
.their new Allies, will convince them of 
their Miſtake, in throwing off our Yoke; 


SIG © 


and as their preſent Demagogues proceed 
in developing their long concerted Plans of 


* 


para rate Ambition and family Aggrandize- 
ment, the Eyes of the People will be sta- 
dually « opened, to a full View of their Du- 


231% 


155 and their Intereſt ; and they will ſee 
how truly they may conſult both, by "et - 
tivating a "laſting and ſolid Friendſhip with 


Great Britain, Prejugices, though now vio- 
lent, 


. 


6 
Ent, may by Degrees | wear out. The 
| Endearments of, original Anceſtry, and 1 
later Connections; the Arguments of Lane. 
guage, Religion, and ſimilar Manners, will, 
all operate in our Favour; and provided 
they can be furniſhed with the Manufac- 
' tures they may want, on the ſame Terms 
by us, as they, can be ſupplied by other - 
Countries, they will naturally. give us the; 
Preference. Trade, in ſome. Sort, Will te- 
tuen into it's accuſtomed Channel again; 
and if we ate not, more than otdinarih de- 
ficient i in conducting ouriives towards the. 
according to the eſtabliſhed Maxims 4 
good Faith and ſound Policy, we thall 
. almoſt ſure to reap every ſübſtantial Bens 
fit, which their Priendlhip And Alliance 
are capable of yielding ; z without the Fro 
ble and Expence of interfering in the 
vernment of ſuch betetogeneous Bodies, 


 ſoch various and jarring Intereſts, at t 


eee 


eee eee Log 


| ame — 


b 
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Bur, fays the zealous Advocate for the 
civil War, give up America, and you loſu 
the Weſt Indies. I cannot allow any ſuch 


Conſequence from ſuch” Premiſes. Our 
Poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies depend on 
the Strength of our Navy alone; When 
ever our Enemies can maintain a decided 
Superiority over us at Sea, our Struggles 
elſewhere are all in vain ; our Empire, in 
every Quartet of the Globe, will be totally 
diſmembered; and at laſt, the woes 
enec of this Iſland ef 7 . 


4481 1 1. 


Ix is argued: betdes 224 2 ike 


| more Appearance of Truth, that the Ame- 


rican Fiſheries. have proved a Nurſery for 
Seamen, and that without their Aſſiſtance, 
we ſhall be incapable of furniſhing our 
Fleets with hardy and experienced Sailors. 


But the Evil. here tated, is not, in Fact, 
__ of ſuch Magnitude as is gepreſented. By 


adequate Bounties, humane. Treatment on 
ION: a more equitable Diviſion | of 
\. Prize- 


a) 

Prize: Money, a, vigorous Impreſs of. all 
thoſe, „ without : tion, who have really 
ng honeſt Means of Subſiſtence, and ſuch 
other Expedients as the Wiſdom of Gvern- 
ment, on particular Emergencies, may fug= 
geſt, a ſufficient Proportion of able Scamen 
may at all Times be obtained and ſecured: 
And if the greater Part of theft numerous 
Land Forces, which have been in Arms in 
this Idand for the laſt Twelve Months,” 
Read of internal Defence; they would have 
afforded ample Supplies for our Navy ; im 
to the Pdblic and Iridividuals 3 8 and tie 
moſt important national Advahtages might 

have been effected by them. rds: 


k 55 JAY 


Bur to anſwer at once, in a few plan 
Words, every Objection which | can be ute 
ged againft our abandoning the American 
Wet. = 1 k poſſible to carry it on Hare" 
woot e tried every Method in our 

vel 2 n Power, 
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buen and exerted” every” Nerve of oY 1 


rienhl Strength; in order th Tadceed ? "AE © 
what has been the Event? Miffortune, De!“ 
fentʒ and Difgraee. The Trüthl is Imp 
fibilities cannot be performed. % Hutmiliating 
- as is the Fact, it cannot be controverted ; 


ciretmiſtaribed ab we'now are, we are un- 
equal to the Reduction of the Colonies. 
We muſt ſubmit therefore to the Neceſſity = 
of Things and give up à Conteſt in whith' 
we have already been too long engaged, and 

porting: which. affords no Ray of Hope to 
cheer out Progreßs, or encourage our Per- 
ſeye range; and which, if perſiſted; in, muſt 
produce Mill farther | Diſzeſſes, and /termir: 
nate at laſt in Sins A drying ond ienu 
Bo unfortunate as is our preſent Foun 

* with reſpect to the American Color: 
nies, "there is yet, however, nothing to, 
amaze che Philoſopher or Politician. Where; 


is the Wonder that the Americans, thopld, 
3 forget 


RR TY 
* 17 0 — . 
Y \ 


forget iheit, Obligation 40, the... Motley: 
Country, and revolt againſt; her Authority 


when they: need / no farther: Frotectionꝰ Ot. 


that we ſhould, be 00. weak to bring them 
back to n er 
* een ebe 

ns 4 Sprit of e e Vanity, 
would permit us to reaſon, calmly on theſe;. 
Subjects; if it would ſuffer us farther, ;difs, 
paſſionately to turn over a ſe Pages of an. 
thentic Hiſtory, . either antient ot modern, 
we ſhould fee, that Colonies while in their. 
infant State, are always humble and mo- 
doſt; and while their very Exiſtence refilty 
from, and every Hope is cheriſhed by, the 
foftering Care of the Mother Country, male 


ſuitable Returns of Gratitude, Duty, and " 


Affection. But as they riſe in Strength, and 


apptoach Maturity, they become proud- and 
inſdlent; impatient even of the moſt egi. 
table Reſtraints, and inceſſantly aiming at 
Pinancipation, — And this is but a Figure. 
—_ every Day paſſes in natural Life, 


„no where 
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where tho, Connection is much ſtronger and 
more bndearing The Child, advanced 0 
Man's Eſtate, and in Poſſeſſiom of the Means 
of Subſiſtence, withdraws from the Autho- 
rity. of: bis Parent ; and though he may not 
formally renounce his Obedience, yet vir- 
tually and in fact, diſclaims it; and too 
oſtem refuſes, ta the Author of his Being, 
aut the Guardian of his Minority, that At- 
of Jaftice and Affection exact in return 
The: Stampt Act, therefore, only haſtened 
that Struggle which might-, otherwiſe have 
been deferred a ſhort Time longer ; but 
muſt aſſuredly have taken Place, before the 
Expiration of men Years 1 ny) mot 
on Nut 10. 
Nox is it in 5 leaſh — thatie 
Country. circumſtanced like. America, ſhould . 
ſo Mon have, acquired ſo formidable a Share 
of Power. It's natural -Advantages of Cli- 
mate, Soil, Extent of Territory, both f 
Land and Water, are all favourable to 
HN Agriculture, 


Ge) 


Agriculture, Trade, and Populatian and a 
Spirit af Induſtry, a Thirſt of Gain, and 
an ardent Deſire af that very lodependence 
which has at length been ſet up, have led 
the Coloniſts to improve, with unremittigg 
Application, all thoſe Means, * ee 
Win inta their Hands, 2 ue 

2; at 1 8 Neeb 34 + 

* thas the wiſe 8 of Prov. 
a Bleſſings, in 8 ueceſſion, to u 
the different Quarters of the Creation. 
Learning, Arts and Sciences, Religion, Go 

| vethnient, Riches, and Power, have all 
been progreſſive ſince the Appearance of 
the” preſent Syſtem; and thete is nothing 
chimerical in the Hypotheſis to ſuppbſt, 
that in a oeſtain Period, the American Con- 
tinent will be the principal Seat of all theſe 
valuable Poſſeſſions; and make a moſt diſ: 
tinguiſned Figure among the Nations of 
the Earth; and in the Hiſtory of the World 
while the European States are ſinkfn 4 into 
Weakheſs un and Contempt, © % bas. 
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Lr us then, no longer reſiſt what ap- 
pears the eſtabliſhed Order of Providence, 
in the Diſtribution of Empire among lan- 
kind. We have made our utmoſt Exer - 
tions, to recover and ſecure our loſt Domi- 
nions, and they have all proved ineffectual. 
The moſt prejudiced therefore, muſt ſurely 
be convinced of the Expedience, nay of 
the Neceſſity, of renouncing the Conteſt. 
| The wiſeſt and the beſt Men may occaſi- 
© orally be miſtaken, nor is the ſmalleſt Share 
of 'Guilt abſolutely included, in the Idea of 
Diſappointment and Miſcarriage. But they 
will. ſcaroe be able to maintain their Pre- 
tenſions, either to Wiſdom or Virtue, who 
obſtinately perſiſt in Error, and perſevere 
in a Tract, which leads not only to Diſtreſs, 
but Deſtruction. Lc 6 


Wirupnaw then from America, with-, 

out Delay, every Ship and every Man em- 
N ployed in | our Service there - and leave the 
ungrateful Inhabitants to all the Conſe. 
| | So | quences 
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quences of their Deſection from * En 


foll | Reliance, as we 1 proved* before, 
that at, every Thing 2 we ſhall one 
Day reap more folid Advan es 1 — theic 
preſent State of Inde —— of us, FM 
we can now poſſibly acquire, = they 


return to Duty and Submiſſion. 
W310 231 + af 


5 G 2% we e thalf find it f a Eng 55 


ment for us, (weakened | 45 we are by 
Efforts, and | ſurrounded as We arc { 7 
creaſing Difficulties) | to contend with the 
whole Strength and Vigour of the Houle 6 

Bourbon ; ; and it "will be Honour Cufficienc 


for. us, to prove ourſelves ſuperior | to theic 8 


rms. An Event which, cannot Fail taking 


221 


this ſingle Point, Unanimity at 1 -_ 
ſucceed. Oppolition, both "within Doors 
and, without, muſt ceaſe. Exety real Pa- 
riot would zealoufly contribute his beſt 
Support to Government; 3 and' none but the 

E factious 


ace, when we have only theſe ty 
to combat. The War once natr "to 


| 


1 
factious and ſeditious, Traitors to their 


Country, and Enemies to the Intereſts of 
Society, would oppoſe an Adminiſtration, 


whoſe grand Aim and Study was humbling 
our natural Enemies, in order to Procure a 


_ g and honourable Peace, e 


EM 


LET all Düren of Men among us 


be perſuaded then, to forbear thoſe ill · tem- 


pered Contentions, and illiberal Invectives 
againſt each other, in which they have ſo 
particularly and unjuſtifiably indulged 1 them- 
ſelves, fince the Commencement of the. pre- 
ſent War. Men may ſurely differ in Senti- 
ment without a Quarrel ; ; and contrary Ideas 


may be. entertained and defended, without 


violating every Principle of Decency and 


"EE ET 


Decorum. M iniſters may be unfartunate, 
and not be criminal; ; and it is much eaſſer 


to point out and aggravate Miſtakes, than 


either to prevent or redreſs them. The 
moſt correct Occonomiſt among our  Mur- 
murers, if he looks ſteadily into himſelf, 
* . and 
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and his own n Conduct, may ind — irre: 


gularities, even in his private Arrangements ; 
in the Management of himſelf, his Family, 


his Dependents ; ; and from that Conſidera- 


tion ſhould learn to make Allowances for 


* 


Errors or Omiſſions in thoſe, whoſe En- 
gagements are ſo much more various, ex- 
tenſive, and complicated ; who muſt often 


act upon the Information of others; and 


reſolve, in many Caſes, without that full 
Evidence, which they would wiſh to ac- 


ſhould be remembered again, that the beſt 


concerted Schemes may miſcarry, in conſe- 
quence of Accidents which could not be 


guarded againſt; that no human Being can 


be anſwerable for Events, ſince they ulti- | 
mately depend on a ſuperior Power. Thoſe 


beſides, who have heretofore held Offices in 
the higheſt Departments of- the State, are 
particularly bound to recollect the Difficul- 
ties which attend the proper Diſcharge of 
them; and the Candour and Forbearance 
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quire, Fat find it impoſſible to obtain, It 


2 

which they thought their own Due, while 
they poſſeſſed them: They know too from 
Experience, how impoflible it is to give uni- 
verſal Satisfaction, upon all Occaſions, to 
every Individual, in a Community where, as f 
every Man is intereſted, ſo he claims a Right 
to cenſure and condemn; whether i in Poſ- 
ſeſnon or not of that neceſſary previous 
Knowledge of Circumſtances, Motives, and 
Principles, on which alone a juſt Determi- 
nation can be founded. And it is evident 
to all, how injurious it muſt be to the pub. 
lic Buſineſs, to have Miniſters perpetually 
called off from the important Duties of their 
Stations, to mere Self-Defence ; to vindi- 
cate themſelves from Accuſations which, 
perhaps, bave no Shadow of Support ; and 
to anſwer to Charges, originating poſſibly 
only in Suſpicion, Pique, and Malevolence. 


MiNIis T ERS, on the other Hand, would 
do better, if they did not ſo indifcriminately 


include, in one general Sentence of Diſaf- 
fection 


; CW 1] ; 

fection towards the King and his Family, 
every Man who happens to diſapprove their 
Conduct. Thoſe who are at all converſant 
in the Hiſtory of parliamentary Proceedings, 
cannot but recolle& the Names of almoſt 
all our preſent Governors, in one Period or 


other, in oppoſition to Court Meaſures; and 


it is much to their Honour, that they voted 
againſt Schemes which they thought ex · 
ceptionable : But they would certainly feel 
very ſenſibly the Injuſtice of being charged 

in choſe Inſtances, with Diſloyalty to the 
Prince then on the Throne, or the Suc- 
ceſſion in his Houſe, In ſhort, Facts and 
Experience every Day teach us, that we 


cannot ſee Things as we would. Our 


Minds are differently conſtructed, nor all of 


| equal Dimenſions. Nor is Merit of any : 


Kind confined to a ſingle Party; fince as 
there are, no queſtion, faithful Servants of 
the Public among the Members of Admi- 
niſtration ; ſo it is as certain, there are dife 


intereſted Patriots in the Minority, And as 


it 


| 
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it is weak and unjuſt, to ſuſpect the Servants 
of the Crown, of any fixed Purpoſe or con- 
certed Plan, to violate our eſſential Rights, | 


or deftroy a Conſtitution, in the Fate and 
Fortune of which all their own moſt valu- 


able Intereſts are involved; fo it is equally 
ill founded and ungenerous, to imagine the 
Leaders of Oppoſition confederate in any 
ſuch Deſign. And it is but a juſt Tribute 
to Truth and Impartiality to allow, that 
there are among thoſe, who diſapprove ſome 
certain ' miniſterial Meaſures, (and particu- 
larly thoſe relating to the American War) 
as reſpectable Characters as this Country 
can produce; as conſiderable in point of 
Abilities, as independent in Principle ; as 
opulent with regard to Fortune, as any 
among the Court Favourites: Nor have any 
ſtood forth on public Emergencies, in Be- 
half of the reigning Family, and the Li- 
berties of the People, with more Zeal and 
Intrepidity, than have ſome of them, and 
their, Anceſtors before them. 


SINCE 


( 35 ) 
- $ixcx then it cannot be queſtioned, but 
that both Miniſtry and Oppoſitien - nlean 
equally well to their Country, and are alike 
intereſted in it's Welfare, be prevailed on, 
my Lords and Gentlemen, in both Houfes, 
to concur in purſuing the only Means, 
which in the preſent truly alarming Con- 
juncture, ſeem adequate to the Salvation of 
it, the Renunciation of the American War, 
and a vigorous Proſecution of our Arms, by 
naval Exertions, againſt France and Spain. 
Diſpaſſionately advert to the fatal Effects 
which muſt neceſſarily follow, from Party 
Diviſions and political Animoſities; and be 
induced from thence, to baniſh from among 
you, every Suggeſtion of Diſcord and Diſ- 
ſenſion; and, animated by e nobleſt Prin- 
ciples of genuine Patriotiſm, ſacrifice every 
private Reſentment and finiſter Conſidera- 
tion, to the public Good, and the Chaſ- 
tizement of the common Enemy. Let 
the Dangers with which we are threatened, 
influence you to Unanimity and Concord: 


Let 
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Let there be no Contention henceforward 
among you, but who ſhall be moſt emi- 
nently uſeful ; moſt Rrenuouſly ſupport the 
Honour of the Crown, and the Rights of 
the Subjet; and moſt ſucceſsfully defeat 
and counteract the miſchievons * of 


the Houſe of Bourbon. 


